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example in Europe of the power of ceremony
and social prestige. However influential in
political matters a commoner may become as a
member of the Cabinet or as Prime Minister,
socially he is ranked below any member of the
House of Lords. In Adam Badeau's little
book on "The English Aristocracy," the writer
remarks that at formal dinners he has seen
Mr. Gladstone, when head of the government,
exercising almost dictatorial power throughout
the state, walk into the dining room behind
peers of his own creation and sit in a subor-
dinate place at the table, outranked by many
a peer whose influence in the state was prac-
tically nothing. In our own country we see,
relatively speaking, little of such an influence
of rank. But it is not entirely unknown here,
and we can see how, in every state where social
prestige is born of rank, a man's influence as a
political leader would be very greatly ham-
pered in many lines of work where social in-
fluence counted, if he happened himself to be
but a commoner. Even in our own country,
any one who has been at all engaged in public

[148]